Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 




Class _\^I1'^ 0-77- 
BookJ.'l A^— 



ni^ 



- «-k'7 .m' -*• 



...:..;;' *,.,;, 


■ fl 


'•■! ;;'ii u'.-i 


^H 




' ' fl 


''■i;;;ii;":r' ■ 


"9 


•••« t'"'u:,', ■. 




■••'«. ;';'">1 ;•■■ 






::..fl 


»• ■ ' " • » I i 


"'*. ^^K 




'■*' ^H 


• '> H 


."♦•■•ili'it ••'.■" 


' ' -^^H 


•::-;:"•:!•■'•!- 


' ''ilH 


''>'■■'•..: "»'•■'" 


* ' - ^^B 


irv;;;;:!?.;:; 


in 9 


•ii": !••>-; 


-'''^H 


- ;;:;.;;,'• 


- "' t^H 


«!;! :'•..:;; '•'. 


-i^H 


.^r.;V "^: 


:\ S 


J.;.:-'U.i!!-;;, 


' ^H 


■' ' • ■'' \\:,-- 


*^ ^^1 


'•'•I...' •■'.!; 




!<-.;•;■.■•:■:••• 


4 al 


'..•;;;:, ;•>!•!- . 


''t*'^H 


!ml-,;i;"::"" 


* i^^^i 




«■ -^Ht' 




» ^ ! * '^^B 


;:;■'-"■"•-■;' 


r!:9l 


•i"'. :;■•••..,'"" 


'!' IB 


^iiS-l^iiiv^ 


•• M 


«• 1 ^HII 


:f\i;'- :i;:::": 


■ SB 


'•••■•■■.., •'••'. 


* J^l 


'r'-^'. r ;;.' 


* • ^^1 


.":::?""!•:'■ 


^■Bt 


-:::;!':•••:•■ 


■.' sB 


•}«;--m"..::v ■■ 


j^lff 


♦«;::!:■:!•''». . 


' ''3b 


»?ii^'";;!;i:;-' 


',! jjD 


?♦•/•:;•;•' •:•,'. . 


"■ Viflf 


iti- : 

;«::■■•..;.,'•• ■ 


•"■ S3S 


$;•!».■ ." -'mI"" 








ttv,; '•'!;':'■•■. 




^••^■'%^.-' 


'"is 


-w^^m::^ 


' ' vB!w 


•Hi-;;:';''::;- : 


' ' <9h 


f^.;':; ;;;•;:••. 


• j. 3B 


-1. *;.'••;■:" 


'"' ■3)b' 


*«» .* •' "l • • 


1. * JUr 


• ':"•.■:,:• ' 




*»i • - • " - r ■ ' 


•^ £jjC 


^'w-i »-'».;,;//• 




*.• 1'^ * • ., ,• 


>.jSv< 


*'r;i^»>";':^"! ' 


•w ft j«^ 




'••?!'• 

'"F**: 






. •* ■ 


■ >i '.'; •■'"v'"'-i 


L^ 




■r"**, 


:;:?gf 


'"'i:, ■■■-;;•■:■ 


■ '"!«** 


.' ' * ' • • - ' * ' ' ■ 




'■-;t;.-*'"^!!;':' 


• ■iij'.-iS 


!'!!•• rJH;;:;*; 




ft * V. ' • ' *• * 1 1 ' i i ' . 


-*«,,! 


!'•<.*:,; • » . ' 


' '"►■ K. 


• ,;•,;• *•« <.. ■ 




' ' - ■ 4 ' ' ( 1 ■ . 


.-*-' 


'««•.; ' . 


■ 1-i. 


'v.* ■*.;.:' . 


: -». 


;:!::;::•'" 


• 1 ^v 




■ ' ' I . ' •• • ( . . 


. .' • •' 


•*....,*■ ••>,«. , 


'•! \ 


..';;■:■•'* •';;;;^ 


i ?' ': 






- ■.. . ...*•■• 


'I "• 1 


'>■■... 


■ ».. 


•ii;--.i.. ;.''::': 


■il ■■,. 


.•»i'.v,-' ;,"■' 


•■«. 


•.; '■ 1.,.;, 


: tl' ■ ; 


■}''■!.■;■••■ 


•**. . 




'•• • 


'•'•.'..,,,;■•'•''' 


■f, ', : 


»»I.i.'.' ••"':?■ 


■ ■* ' •" • 


»:■.-:'■:;■• 


■"$ '■'' 


K:-;::;,;.;;:';'^ 


y ■. : 


]:!;: !;HHi:; .; 


'!r ' 







• •! '; 



'J' 

'•Ii' 

•if- 



■ « 



3 



Ml... ..,;•••■■■ -T. 
' ,; •■ ■ '■»' 

K'?^'i ■•'::•:;■, 'Si 

";:.•';■.*/ ••' ..* 



■ ' • I . 









1'. ■.;'■'-■■' .'i • 
" • . . t " •• • • 



^-m 



i'.. ' ,"'IM"t,'V,'l. 
i ., 1 •■ S *. . . 

-•I ■.■•■•".■ ; 
■«.. ..'••■ -k .;: , 



'.•.i.i.-, 



■;'l:Vl • 
^)'" ■ t,' 



T. 



I 





r;: 


:<,'< 1..',' • • ■■; 


;:;, 


• 1 ' . ■. , ' ' 1 ' ■ 


'.' ■■ 


•■^A:^> 


, , ; 



COTTON SEED IN TEXAS 



lARINGS 



3EFOBB THE 



3N AGRICULTURE 



KEPKESENTATIVES 



3IXTH CONOKESS 

1R8T SESSION 



R. 9978 



EVASHINGTON 

INT PRINTINO IPFICh 



*?;$ 



<;OMMITTEB ON AGBICULTUItK, 
House or REPREaBNT&TiTEa. 



OILBBBT N. HADOBN, lowt, Ohairmim. 




m^^ 



JAUBS C. UcLAUQHLIN, Ulchtgao. 
BYDNHY ANDEBBON, HinDcsota. 
WILLIAM W. WILSON, IlllnoU. 
CHARLBB B. WARD, New York. 
WILLIAM B. McKINLEY, Illinois. 
ELIJAH C. HUTCHINSON, New Jei»r. 
FaSD B. PUBNHiLL, IndlBDa. 
BDWARD VOIQT, WlKonaio. 
H. O. UcLADOULIN, NebcaskB. 
BVAN J. JONEB, PenDB7lTanla. 
CABL W. BIDDIGS, UodUdl 
J. N. TINCHBR, KanuK 
J. EUHIO KALANIANAOLB, HawaU. 



GORDON LEE, QeorglB. O 
KZBEIBL B. CANDLBB, f, 
1. THOMAS BEPLIN, All \ 
THOMAS L. BURET, MliL ' 
JAUE8 YOUNG, Texas. ■ • 
HBNDBBBON U. JAC01 
JOHN T. LB8HBB, 
JOHN W. BAINKY, 




II 



B." •t i». 



HAh ■"! 



1920 



DISTRIBUTION OF COTTON SEED IN TEXAS. 



CkjMMITTBE ON AgRICULTUBB, 

House op Representatives, 
Thursday, October 30, U 
The committee this day met, Hon. Gilbert N. Haugen (chaii 
presiding. 

The CSfAiBMAN. Gentlemen of the committee, ConOTeasmai 
is here thia morning and desires to be heard on H. K. 9978 
this bill is short, without objection it will be inserted in the rect 
(The bill referred to is as follows:) 

(H. R. 997S, eijty-slith Congrass, flrst sesulon.l 

A BILL Anproi^lAtliui tlOXOOO for ths purchua b; tbe Dcputmmt o( AKTlculture, and disi 
thanundw, otootlon seed [or the (armenoC Aiaosu, Nuecea, and San Palriclo Counties, In T( 

Be ilenacUdby the SermU and IJoune of J^epresenl-ativa of the Unittd Stales of j 
in Congreis asumbUd, That the sum of $100,000 be, aod the same is hereby, 

Sriated, for the piirchase und dietribution of cotton aeed, under the direction 
..ecretary of Afjiicultiire, to tho farmers in thp counties of Aranaas. Nueces, ai 
Patricio, in Texas, whose property was destroyed hyatorm on September 14, 19 
who were made destitute by reason of this storm. 

The Chaihman. Mr. Bee, the committee will be glad to hear j 
STATEMENT OF EOIT. CAELOS BEE, A BEPBESEVTATIT 

coiraBESs fboh the state of tkxas. 

Mr. Bee. Mr. Chairman, and gentlemen of the committee, t 
a very acute situation. You gentlemen are aware, perhaps, thi 
of the most severe storms that has ever been known on the ' 
coast occurred on the 14th of September, devastating the count 
Aransaa, Nueces, and San Patricio. The storm seemed to be li 
to that area. Over 1,000 people were- drowned and their i 
their produce, their poultry, and their houses swept away. 

Most of them had no insurance, and in the case of those thf 
have tornado insurance the insurance companies take the grount 
a hurricane does not come within the definition of a tornado, sc 
have little chance of collecting what little insurance they had. 
result is that these people are left penniless. They are poor [ 
along the coast country, farmers, and their stock has been p 
cally wiped out, and they have no cotton seed, and no money 
which to buy cotton seed. They have sent me numerous letter 
resolutions, and I am very frank with you, gentlemen, when I s 
you that personally I am doubtful about legislation of this char 
but the emergency is so great that I have taken the hberty < 
troducing a bill asking for an appropriation of (100,000 to dc 
by the Secretary of Agriculture for the purchase of this cottoi 
for the farmers, in those three counties, whose property wi 
stroyed by the storm. 
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In that connectioQ I will take the liberty of calling your attention 
to two precedents upon the subject that I have found, I notice 
that 03 far back as January 25, 1875, the Congress of the United 
States passed a bill appropriating $30,000 for the purchase~of seeds 
for sufferers from the ravages of grasshoppers. I notice here another 
case with which Mr. Candler may be familiar. I do not mean that 

Jou were in Congress at that time, but I mean that you probably 
now something about the conditions in Mississippi. 

On April U, 1882, Confess appropriated $20,000 for the purchase 
of seeds for the re'ief of the Mississippi River flood sufferers. I find 
those two outstanding procedonta, together with a great many others. 
I notice that the first appropriation ever made by Congress was 
back in 1812, when they appropriated $50,000 for the relief of the 
aufferere from the earthquake in Venezuela. 

I have this table of precedents which I will take the liberty of 
leaving with you. I find these two that seem to stand directly on 
all fours with this case. 

Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. When was this storm? 

Mr. Bee, On the 14th of ^ptember. 

Mr. McLauqulin of Michigan. Has there been a session of the 
legislature since that time ? 

Mr. Bee. No, sir; there will not be another session of the Legis- 
lature of Texas until 1921. 

The Chairman. When does the planting begin? 

Mr. Bee. Along in February or March. We generally plant in 
our coast country about February or March. I nave some corre- 
spondence from them, hut I thought I would submit the matter to 
vou gentlemen flrst on this theory, whether you would consider the 
legislation first, and then, if you consider the legislation, I will take 
the liberty of getting the data that I have here showing the losses 
that I have mentioned. As I say to you, these people were struck 
without any warning. There is a controversy going on between 
the Weather Bureau and myself now as to whether proper warnings 
were given, but that would not affect the destruction of the crops 
of the farmers. 

Mr. Candler. The storm absolutely devastated the whole country ? 

Mr. Bee. It absolutely cleaned it up. After the stonn occurred 
I went down and went over the country personally, and the farmers 
along the coast country there, in those three counties of Aransas, 
Nueces, and San Patricio seem to have suffered most from the storm. 
I went over the country and they had not a cow or a horse or a 
home or a fence or a piece of garden truck. The garden truck that 
was there was covered over with the salt and destroyed. Their 
cotton was swept away, and what little corn they had put away was 
destroyed, and they are left penniless. It is the unanimous request 
of the leading men of that section, embraced in a scries of resolutions 
passed at a mass meeting in Corpus Christi and other towns in that 
area, that this bill be passed. 

I have a letter from a gentleman at Corpus Christi in Nueces 
County, who is in the seed business, who said that if this bill could 
be secured he would be willing to turn over to the Government his 
warehouses and bins and everythmg for their use. 

Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. Where can the cotton seed be 
procured ? 
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Mr, Bee. I talked with the people in the Agricultural Department, 
and they told me they had no cotton seed on hand that was available, 
but they could go into the market and purchase it 

Mr. McLauqhlin of Michigan. Is it the same kind of seed that is 
used ill every part of Texas ? 

Mr. Bee. Yes, sir; approxiinatdv the same. 

Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. Tiioae people in that section where 
cotton seed is available are unwilling to turn over any to their brother 
sufferers, but they want the Government to buy it for them? 

Mr. Bee. I have not heard that matter discussed. These resolu- 
tions come to me from the county judges of the three counties and 
the citizens, and they say that all of these men are unable to buy 
cotton seed for the next year's crop. 

Mr. McKiNLEY. Has not the President, under the war act, some 
right to furnish stuff of that kind ) 

The Chairman. Have you taken the matter up with the President ) 

Mr. Bee. I took it up with tlie Department of Agriculture before 
I introduced the bill, and the Assistant Secretary told me that they 
had no money on hand with which this can he done, and no cotton 
seed on hand, but that it Congress would authorize an appropriation 
to the department to purchase cotton seed, they woidd purchase it 
and supermtend its distribution. 

The Chairman. A considerable amount was appropriated for the 
purchase of seeds, I take it some is being distributed at this time? 

Mr. Bee. There are no funds availahle. I did not talk to Secretary 
Houston himself, but the Assistant Secretary told me they had no 
funds. 

Mr. Jacoway. Do you reckon that the people down there, if we 
sell them this cotton seed, would be willing to pay for it at some 
future time? 

Mr, Bee. I would prefer that, if there were any power in Congress 
to authorize that kind pf a procedure. I am very frank to say to 
you gentlemen that I am not ordinarily in favor oi the Government 
assisting people, but if something should be done by which the 
Government could make an arrangement as -suggested by Mr, 
Jacoway to sell these people at cost price the cotton seed, and have 
them pay for it, I woiud prefer that. 

Mr. Wilson. Can they not get the money out of the farm loan 
banksf 

Mr. Bee. They have nothipg to put up for security except the bare 
land now, 

Mr. Wilson. Is it not land of valuel 

Mr, Bee. The land on the coast in that country does have some 
value. It is a rich, fertile country, but they have nothing but the 
land. We have, Mr, Wilson, as you gentlemen are perhaps aware, 
a homestead law in our State by which you can not mortgage or 
place a mortgage against land, except over 200 acres, 200 acres being 
resened for the homestead, and you can not borrow money of any 
kind against a homestead. You can not contract any kind of debt 
except for the purchase price, or for the finishing of a building already 
started. That is the homestead law of Texas, that has been subject 
to a great deal of controversy among the Ia^vmake^3 of our State for 
many years. 
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I took it Up both with the Federal Reserve Board and the Farm 
Loan, Board, but was not able to secure rehef from either under 
exbting law, so the only thing I could do was to file a bill and submit 
it to the committee. 

Mr. Candleb. The House passed a bill during the war appro- 
priating $2,500,000 for the purchase of seeds, and authorizing them 
to sell them to the people at cost, but it never passed the Senate. 

Mr. Bee. I would be very elad to inquire with regard to the 
President's fund, but I wanted to make this presentation to you 
gentlemen. Of course, I have some other bills that are not on this 
question. 

You will recall that the Government loaned $5,000,000 to the St. 
Louia Exposition. They have appropriated a great deal of money 
for expositions, which was for the Government part of it, but in this 
St. Louis case it was a straight-out loan of $5,000,000 by the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. McLauqhun of Michigan. Does the governor of your State 
approve of this ? 

Mr, Bee. Yes; I have a telegram from him urging me to bring the 
matter up. 

Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. In one of the States of the North 
there was a very severe frost in August three or four years ago, and 
the people were destitute, and ther were lacking seed for the coming 
year, and a letter came into my hands up there asking if Congress 
could not do something, and I wTote to the governor of the State, and 
he resented the fact that the matter had ever reached Congress, and 
said, "I will be abundantly able to take care of our people." 

Mr. Bee. I have a telegram from the governor of my State. These 
precedents were gotten up by Mr. Walsh of Montana in connection 
with an appropriation that he got through for the drought sufferers 
of Montana in this Congress, ana appear m the Congressional Record 
of August 23, 1919, Sixty-sixth Congress, first Hesaion, on pages 4503 
and 4504. 

The Chairman. I think it would be well to make them a part of 
the record. Without objection it will be incorporated. Thank you 
rerv much Mr. Bee. 

("The schedule referred to is as follows:^ 
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